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Meese says transition does

By Rachelle Patterson -~
*GHove Staff =1 .. k.

R4 PR . o
37 WASHINGTON -~ President-elect
-Ronald:Reagan's chief aide yesterday

+5aid&1t would be a “'grave miscalcula:
<tionk for the Soviet Union to think-

thalthe United States was less capa-

*ble of responding to the Polish crisis:

: dusing the change In administrations.
¢ Edwin Meese 3d, Reagan's transi-
s tion director: said President Jimmy
' Cartér was. “totally in control of for-
‘eign policy and ail the apparatus of]
‘government during that period of
time, and we are very supportive of
him in maintaining that control.”"
Meese said Carter and Reagan got
the benefit.of the same briefings and
“both men are equally knowledge-
able.” He said: "I think the Soviets
would make a grave miscalcutation If
they percelve any weakness in the
‘structure in this kind of interregH
.num.‘..— P R R N -._-....,...-5-. -- e =
At a.press briefing yesterday;,

- Meese also cautioned against specula

: tion on the makeup of the 13-member;
' Cabinet. and said Reagan would
, gin announcing his choices within a
' few days. The President-elect plans to
spend the first part of next week in
. New York City and come to Washing
ton on Wednescday for private meset:
ings. soclal events and national secu
rity briefings.~ ©:7 C v T UL
*“Whoever Is-talking to you and
saying they know what's happening!
fs not telling the truthr and doesn't!
know,” Meese said. “The people w_ho':
do know aren't talking. So don't be!
misled by all the rumors that are go-l
ing around™ L - @ g

3% Shedotee. alh

ing that last-minute problems had de-
veloped with some of the choices. Most,
reports have said Reagari had settled:

on Alexander Halg as Secretary off .

‘State, Caspar Weinberger for Defense;
Citlcorp chalrman Walter Wriston for;
iTreasury,;’ Willam French Smith ft:g‘

‘Attorney. General and"Sen.” Richa

Rrheratlrow far WHaalth and Human Sar-
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‘Zss was on schedule but was -“com-
‘plex”* because of the conflict of inter-
‘e3¢ laws that prospective Cabinet sec-|
‘Feraties must comply with. -Candi-
‘gates for the top posts, he said, have
to sit down with their lawyers and dis-
cuss all the Implications. "It takes a
week before the candidate can make a
reply to the President-elect,” he said.

/. Under the ethics in government
Jaws signed two years ago, senior offi-
cials in all three branches of govern-
ment are required to make thelr finan-
cial status public. Another provision
strengthens prohibitions against the
“revolving door’” practice of people
shifting between government and pri-
vate life and to reduce opportunities
for 'special interests. to gain. easy ac
cess to government officials. Reagan
has said he wants people in his ad-
ministration who have already been !
successful in their flelds and are not .
“emplre builders.” - =~ ;77 T

‘s Meese said that the sélénon'pro-\

Meanwhile, United Press Interna-3
tional reported yesterday from Los An-
geles that Reagan's top advisers had’
decided against appointing transition -
press secretary James Brady to the job
of White House press secretary. A dect-
sion has been made to downgrade the
position from the high-profile post
now held: by .Jody Powell..James A.
Baker 3d, who will be the White House
chief of staff, will also be’in charge of

press operations. The wire service re-,
rted that Reagan’s talent scouts
were looking for-a woman for the job. »

D Iﬂfrfé ygté;ddy'g ‘session with re- }

SV TN E e porters, Meese seemed unconcerned :
Meese, an ‘unruffled and usually"} o v i
candid man, may have been suggest-i-

about a-report: that two-members of -
the transition staff had been contact-:
ed by Soviet embassy officers. Earliert
in the week, CIA officials revealed a

contact had been made dunn‘F a briet-:
ing held for transition o icials on tor-:
€ign_survelllance and intelligence

WQIK. .. Sr. - - !

STAT

ot affect ability
1o meet crisis

. MeeSe acknowledged that some of |
the Reagan transition officials have
had social contacts with the Soviets at
the embassy, which is located close to
the Reagan transition headquarters.
But“Meese said the warning by the
ClA agents was routine and intended
to inform newcomers to washington
aboul the realities .of soviet infelil-
gence activity, and was mot in re-
sponst To any atempts AL IFIratan
“IT was a preventive type” of sesslon,

he said. L

Meese went out of his way to stress
Reagan’s preparedness to take over
the reins of government Jan. 20 and
to deal with many of the problems
that beset Carter. He said he will have
options ready to deal with the hosta\ge!l
situation in Iran @nd will be in full|
control of other international crises,
such as the prospect of a Soviet inva-|
sion of Poland. At the same time.
Meese sald, Reagan is holding off ad-
vising the Carter Administration -on
what it ought to do. "It is not our place
to telt them what to do. But we will be
fully informed,” sald Meese. . .

An interim Foreign Policy Board
set up to make recommendations-to
Reagan on mattfrs‘ Puch as lrap and|
Poland, meanwhile, will meet with

, Reagan, in Washington on Dec. 13.
- The board, headed by William Casey, |
~“Réagan’s former campaign manager, i
~onsists. of leading Republicans, in-
cluding former President Gerald Ford
and former Secretary of State Henry ,
Kissinger, and Democrats such as|
Sen. Henry Jackson. Their efforts are ;
being coordinated by Richard V. Al-;

len, Reagan’s chief foreign policy ad-
viser.. 7., PR
* A second advisory group of 120:
-members has been submitting long-;
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